
Good health above all else



Learning Objectives

1. Learn how policy changes have enabled medication 

donation.

2. Understand how Georgiaôs repository program expands 

medication access for underserved populations.

3. Understand how your organization can partner to expand 

medication access and improve health outcomes.
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Medical costs bankrupt families

Medical costs are the #1 cause of 

bankruptcy nationwide 

Nearly 1 in 4 Americans have 

difficulty affording their medicine. 

29% of low-income adults in 

Georgia went without care because 

of cost. 

Citations: 1. https://www.cnbc.com/id/100840148 reporting on NerdWallet

2.https://www.kff.org/health-costs/press-release/poll-nearly-1-in-4-americans-taking-

prescription-drugs-say-its-difficult-to-afford-medicines-including-larger-shares-with-low-

incomes/

3.http://datacenter.commonwealthfund.org/scorecard/low-income/12/georgia/

https://www.cnbc.com/id/100840148
https://www.kff.org/health-costs/press-release/poll-nearly-1-in-4-americans-taking-prescription-drugs-say-its-difficult-to-afford-medicines-including-larger-shares-with-low-incomes/
http://datacenter.commonwealthfund.org/scorecard/low-income/12/georgia/


1) Health facilities like nursing 

homes have medication left 

over when patients leave, change 

regimens, or pass away.

Unused drugs are being destroyed

2) Pharmacies and 

manufacturers keep safety 

stocks to avoid shortages. 



SIRUMôs mission

Saving medicine: Saving lives

Recycling unused drugs

$5 billion of unused drugs

are wasted each year in the US



~ 40 states have 

drug donation 

laws, including 

Georgia

General 

requirements: non-

controlled, 

unexpired

Citation: http://www.ncsl.org/research/health/state-prescription-

drug-return-reuse-and-recycling.aspx

http://www.ncsl.org/research/health/state-prescription-drug-return-reuse-and-recycling.aspx


Medicine goes directly from donors to safety-net 

clinics and charitable pharmacies.

Facilitating donations



Recycling unused medications

SIRUM sends boxes 

with prepaid shipping.

Donors put the 

medicine in the box.

And gets the right 

meds to the right 

people.

SIRUM turns destruction
records into donation

records.
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Donated Drug Repository Program

Established by HB 897 in 2015-16.
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Donated Drug Repository Program

Eligible 

medications: 

Unexpired

Unopened 

tamper-evident

Not controlled

Prescription & 

over the counter

Eligible 

recipients:

Authorized by 

the Georgia 

Department of 

Public Health

Eligible 

patients:

Indigent

Uninsured 

Underinsured 

Enrolled in public 

assistance 

Others



Good Pill Pharmacy

a nonprofit, mail-order pharmacy that 

fills prescriptions for patients with high 

medication costs.

Most medications are $6 per 90-day 

supply. 


