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2009 Awards of Excellence Recipients

Each year the Georgia Rural Health Association (GRHA) recognizes outstanding efforts and
achievements in rural health with its esteeme
presented at the Annual Meeting on Monday evening, September 21,2009 at the Brasstown

Valley Resort in Young Harris. Chaired by Janice Sherman, the Awards Committee reviews
nominations each year and recognizes the recipients during a reception at the GRHA Annual

Meeting each fall. Ms Sher man said, AThere ar
rural health across our state. GRHA strives to recognize the providers, educators, students,
volunteers, and other committed to healthier

GRHA would like to congratulate all

this yearo6s award reci
you for all the work each of you do

every day. Itis the goal of GRHA to

promote and improve rural health in

Georgia and with your help, this goal

can be accomplished.
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AAwards of Excel
see each of you there.
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Charles Hardy Recognized For Leading Public

Health Education Program

The Distinguished Educator/Researcher of the Year is

awarded to the individual whose research or teaching has

made the most significant contribution of the year or whose
sustained history of teaching and educating over a period of

time is deemed to be the major contribution of the year.

This year 6s award goes to Charl
ing as the Founding Dean for the Jighing Hsu College

of Public Health at Georgia Southern University.

Dr. Hardy said that his parents instilled a rich appreciation
for education and service to or
leadership, Master of Public Health and a Master of Public
Health in Biostatistics were established at Georgia South-
Charlie Hardy and Stuart Tedders €N University . These two programs led to the establish
ment the JianPing Hsu College of Public Health. Build-
ing a College of Public Health at a rural regional educational institution is groundbreaking,
placing this program among the ranks of Harvard, Yale, and Emory Universities. Dr. Hardy
said that teaching at Georgia Southern University has allowed the students and faculty to be
community partners across the rural areas of our state. He said he looks forward to the contin-
ued success of the Jiafing Hsu College of Public Health as the program grows in the future.

Charlotte Bedell Recognized For Lifelong

Work In Healthcare

The James Alley Award for Outstanding Life-

time Achievement in Rural Health Care is

awarded to the practitioner, educator, public

health employee, volunteer, or other individual

who has excelled over a lifetime in service to ru-

ral people, either directly or indirectly. Charlotte

Bedell, who has a long career in public health and
public service, received th

Ms Bedell spoke of the tremendous contributions

that Dr. Alley made to rural health in Southwest
Georgia, and how he served as a mentor and in-
spiration to young healthcare providers as they began their career. She said that to receive this
award honoring someone she has always admired and respected made it even more significant
to her.

Although Ms Bedell is retired she has remained involved in her community via county and
statewide programs. She now serves on the Tift County Board of Health, and is active in the
Georgia Public Health Association where she serves as secretary of the Government Section

Sue Nieman, Charlotte Bedell, and Greg Dent



